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But the reality is that we are indeed dealing with a life that is relevant, relevant to the present, this nation, and the way we treated our history. Paternos contributions to Philippine literature are well known, but those that are little known to young Filipinos who see school books that gloss over Paternos role in drafting of our Constitution and Tagalog's first newspaper, Unyog, are of utmost importance. If a perfect, a Filipinoland, truth, as Rizal once put it, has never been known in all of mankind, some truth will suffice to forge us out of our misery, a truth that we can live with for now. In Ninay, Paternos literary masterpiece, we get a glimpse of a truth to survive, to face the evil in

the world, to fight any evil we may encounter in our dark hours, for the truths that cost so much is also our redemption in the end. This is how Nick Joaquin, whose recent novel, Visions of Adam Delos Reyes, came out in 1990, described the controversy around Ninay. "Philippines is a great country. But what we lack is a good history. There is only a bad history that we say are ours, that we make claim to, and we have a proscription against the kind of thinking that Paternos lived and Rizals lived. Paternos Ninay reveals the unjustifiability of the proscription against that thinking. We are now living with the consequences, the bad history, the mindless reverence to the proscription
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