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It seemed as if the whole spiritual world had a prescience of my project and was glad of the thought
that it might be tested. For I stood alone; not one man in a thousand shared my conviction that there

was any need of a temple, much less a temple worthy of our faith. A nobleman was staying in the
neighborhood, and he was to be my companion. It was a strange circumstance that had thrown us

together; we had lived a mile apart, and he was not aware that I was on the pond; he had been
fishing for bass, and had grown weary and sat down. While I was cleaning my boat he came upon

me. I felt like a castaway seeing a sail to windward. I was equally astonished at the apparition, and
was not in the best mood for companionship; but he made my day by his good nature, and the sun
shone out of a cloud, after his fashion; and when we went over to see the old man at his end of the

pond, they all felt moved to enthusiasm, and congratulated me, as it were, on my admirable
perspicacity. My cousin, an invalid, was greatly pleased with the society of the good-natured old

man, and said to him: " I should like to have you for a neighbor. We are rather dull. Don't forget me
when you go into the town." The captain turned his head, and answered in a subdued voice, " Don't
be alarmed, I shall not forget you." This consideration, not being reciprocated, did not give me much

satisfaction, but the benefit was all on my side; for when we returned, the invitation was very
cordially and gratefully accepted. I am, in short, without an audience on this pond, but I never feel
alone. With the old man I have a perfect understanding, for he has the crustiest and driest humor I

ever heard. He allows me to fish in his boat at any time, and nothing can be more straightforward in
his manner or more unpretending in his wishes. He has no objection to my using his artful

contrivances, and though his philosophy is the most excellent, and his conversation is one long joke,
he has no illusions. I can stand his company for hours without weariness, for my thoughts rarely

wander, and my studies are more like a dream than a history. I feel a delight in life that I never felt
before; and in my solitary and out-of-door life, the eye of my imagination seems dilated into a

balloon, my thoughts feel fluttering and unmeasured as a bird's, and the line of my fancy quivers
and widens, as it were, in infinite space. The pond is an inexhaustible source of pleasure. At no time
have I been so happy as on the pond. There I feel free and at my ease, and am connected with all
the great simple and genuine emotions; at no time am I so well acquainted with human life. My

affections are all alive and in earnest; my desires are never selfish; my motives are excellent; in a
word, I am well-bred. The whole social circle is in fault, and the devil is the father of all their children.

My friends cannot comprehend me. They never have any success in what they undertake.
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