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The third story, one of the author's favourites, is true. If you have friends who like to watch TV and
talk about dirty jokes, chances are they are crack addicts; if they arent, they should be. The old

man in a laundromat on the corner of North Spring and East Elberon paces back and forth,
surrounded by a gaggle of teenage boys, two of whom try to crack the old man over the head,

which they manage to do, before one of them runs to a rival gang, who take the boys in tow. The
old man is an addict, a junkie. He does it only to feed the families, get money for food and rent, he

said, and keeps the badge out of the drawer. He doesnt go to jail, he said. He said, You can sit back,
youll get pounced on. They can take you in, they can take you for no reason, theyre just picking a

fight. Just like the fighting old men in the bars. I need the money, my son needs the money. You be
careful out there, you be careful, because some old timer in a bar in North Ridgeville will be ready
to jump out and tell a cop youre on crack. And the cops are always ready to hear that they are the
enemy, even after theyve proved it wrong. A crackhead said, Theyve arrested a million of me. How
many did they arrest on a regular basis? And I said, Look, if they even arrest a million on a regular
basis, thats another million that wont be around to beat the cops up or sell poison to the old folks.
So, there are still millions left to offer drugs, that is the truth, thats what a crackhead said. When I

first read Vizs best-sellers list, I saw the * 11k number and said, "WOW!" Later, I noticed that almost
half of those sales, about 5500 copies, came from just four books: Strikeforce 20 February, The New

York Cat, The Name of the Manga, and Picador. By my calculations, that means that with a 15%
margin of error, Strikeforce (4k) and Picador (2k) are selling about 50 copies each at retail. Thats a
2.8x spike for Strikeforce and a 5.8x spike for Picador, which is as crazy a result as I have ever seen

in the book business.
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the fifth and latest edition of the irish edition of the picador guest-edited prize for a book of
fiction is brought to you by penguin random house. the book to be shortlisted for this year’s

picador prize is the cage by tess kim. the book’s protagonist is a young woman, an immigrant
from poland. her voice takes us back to the time of the author’s childhood, when she lived with

her family in the soviet union, a country of rich literary tradition and a significant body of
literature in the country’s native language, russian. at the same time, the time of her

adulthood, as an immigrant in the united states, her time of exile. in the latter part of the book,
the author’s capacity to assimilate the influences of her past and the world of american life that

both shattered and strengthened her is revealed through the character of her daughter, who
lived in both countries during her childhood. the daughter’s stories, about her childhood in the
soviet union and her visits there as an adult, are a narrative window onto the author’s own life,
and a telling of the tale of her family. the mother also tells her daughter’s story, the story of her

own childhood, a story that will leave the reader searching for connections between the two
narratives. the mother and daughter come to an understanding that both provide the mother

with a sense of security in the world. the most important contribution of the book is that it
challenges the notion of the stereotype of the immigrant, the outsider. she gets to know the
american people, its language and culture, and ultimately, to find that she belongs there. the

historical context of the story is also fascinating. like the daughter, the mother’s own story is a
narrative of struggle and resilience, as she grows up in the soviet union and then emigrates to
the united states. the author’s polish and russian background is also in evidence in the title of

the book: “crack” is a polish word for drug addiction, and it is the slang for a person who is
addicted to drugs. the book has been described as “a drug story,” and it is a fascinating

exploration of the experience of the drug user and the writer and the role that drugs play in the
lives of the characters in the story. the book is also a love story, which features the daughter in

particular, who, like the daughter, has a capacity for love. on the positive side, the author's
characters are multidimensional, and the stories are well written and vividly written.
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