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DisHIDE.rar.DESCRIPTION: (Applicant's Abstract) Methamphetamine (MA)

abuse is a serious public health problem in the United States and has become
a common practice among adolescents. Studies have shown that MA abuse is

associated with higher ratings of discomfort after drug use, and that MA
abusers have a higher incidence of anxiety disorders than either marijuana or

alcohol abusers. Thus, MA abuse appears to produce a unique pattern of
symptoms, including a heightened sensitivity to environmental cues, which
may be responsible for inducing anxiety. The proposed studies will examine

the effects of the common MA using a chronic low-dose regimen on the
naturalistic experience of anxiety. It is hypothesized that MA abusers will

report a significant increase in anxiety sensitivity and anxiety after chronic
use of MA. It will be examined as to whether the sub-clinical anxiolytic effects

of the MA are due to a lack of awareness of the anxiogenic effects of MA or
whether the MA abuser possesses a unique pattern of perception of anxiety-
producing stimuli. The effects of drug abuse on visual spatial attention (eye
tracking) will also be examined. It is proposed that visual spatial attention is
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altered by MA abuse, and that MA abusers are more sensitive to
environmental cues than non-abusing controls. Thus, visual spatial attention

will be examined to explore two questions. First, does MA abuse produce
alterations in visual attention that are evident only after chronic use of the

drug? Second, is MA abuse linked to higher ratings of anxiety, greater
sensitivity to anxiety-related environmental cues, and altered visual attention

patterns?Q: Cauchy sequence and convergent sequence c6a93da74d
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